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			FileMaker’s WebDirect offers some exciting deployment opportunities. However, not being able to create PDFs or print like we can with Pro and Go is a big limitation. For many of us, an invoice may exist in a database, but until it’s represented as a printable document, it’s just not a real invoice. Finding a solution to this for the new SeedCode Complete was a high priority for us.

We looked at some plug-ins out there that allow FileMaker Server to generate PDFs: MonkeyBread and 360Works’ Scribe are two that come to mind. These work fine, but Filemaker Server is headless; this means it can’t read layouts like the client can as far as object positions, etc. so these PDFs made by these plugins can’t be based on FileMaker layouts like we’re used to doing in Pro. We’d need to have the server use templates independent from FileMaker layouts to create these PDFs.

Our friend and colleague John Renfrew has been doing some very impressive work bridging this gap between server PDF generation and FileMaker layouts. We’re looking forward to the final results of his work here, set to be released early 2015 as we think basing PDFs on FileMaker layouts is an important part of the platform for all deployments.

For SeedCode Complete, we’re recommending that folks go with the tried and true approach of setting up robot station of FileMaker Pro to generate the PDFs for the WebDirect clients. In the past we could have done this with a plug-in or have the station run on a continuous loop looking for PDF requests coming from WebDirect clients and generating them as needed, but this year at DevCon (2014) we learned of a great technique from the folks at ClickWorks, so the robot client can do this natively with no continuous loops. The general idea is that by deleting a record (something I can do from WebDirect), I will change a found set on another client’s machine, which in turn causes the OnRecordLoad script trigger to fire! Basically I can trigger a script on another client natively. Here’s the ClickWorks blog post on this really clever technique.!

And here’s a video of the SeedCode Complete PDF Robot in action.

[youtube id=”8o45LS_rztI” align=”center” mode=”normal” autoplay=”no” maxwidth=”696″]
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			 2 Comments
	
Joris Aarts
December 12, 2014 at 5:20 pm

Hi,

Thank you for sharing our blog post! So now we have Psos (Perform Script on Server) and Psoac (Perform Script On Another Client). We use the technique with a 32-bit ODBC driver on a robot to connect to third party software. FileMaker server only supports 64-bit ODBC drivers.
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Jason Young
December 14, 2014 at 8:15 am

Hi Joris,

Thank you! and thanks for sharing the driver technique.  Like most really great ideas, this one is going to have a ton of applications.

Cheers!
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